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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

B-177671 May 14, 1973

dre Thomas M,  Murphy ¥
Chief, Clains HNrench

Financa and Propram Accounting Diviaion

Z00d and Rutrition Sarvice

United States Departmeat of Apriculture

Dear Hr, Hurphy:

Rofarence is made to your letter of April 18, 1973, wiih oncloaures,
requesting review of decision B~177671, Maven 13, 1973, disallowing the
raclain of Mr, Robert B, Pack, an employece of your agency. The raclaim
represents mileage and exponucs incurrad by Mr, Pack in relocating his
mobile home inecident to a cancelad trgnsfer of station which had bsaen
sduinistratively dicallowed,

The facts and reasons for our datermination ara susted in our deci~-
sion and will not be repeated in datail hore, The record indicatas that.
purougnt to a proposad transfer of station from St, Paul, Hinnesois, to
Harquette, Michigen, which was to be effgctive April 5, 1971, Mr, Peck
perfornsd a houss hunting trip and gave his landlord 30 days notice that
he would be vacating hip mobile home rental spscey On April 2, 1971,

Hr. Peck was {nformed that his transfer was canceled, B5ince Mr. Peck's
rpobila Lome space had already been reuted to another person, he vas
required to mova hiis mobile howa, Mr, Peck submitted a travel voucher
for $1,194.25, Your ogency pald items totarling §68Y,06 and disallowed
tha difference «f $505.19., ‘Tha disallowance of $505.1Y conpiuts of au
item of $106,064 representing ulleage and items totaling $408,55 incident
to the relocation of the wobila homa, lr, Peck's reclaim vouchor for °
$505,19 was svbmitted to our Office for a determinatlon as to whether 1t
could be certifled for payment. After a careful exsnminatlon of all ltems
sleived and tha governing regulations in Office of llanagemont and Budget.
Cixcular No, A~5(, rxevised June 26, 1959, it wwas hald in tha decilsicn of
Yarch 13, 1973, that Yr, Peck had been paid the corroct arount pnd, ,
therefore, his raclaim of the disallovad items could not be cevtified for

paymaent., .
: y

.

Mr. Peck has tekan exception to our decisfon, Howevey, ho hae not |,
subpmiitted any nev facts ovr stated any ressons for his belicf that our |
dacision is incorrect, i raquest for review is apprnrently bused on
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tha fact that he was required to.pay cartain expenses to couply with his
propoaed transfay und. theraforn, should be rs}mburaad for such axpennel.

Sections 5724 and 5724a of title 5, United States Code, authorire
the paynment of travel, transportation, and relocation allowances to
enployees transferrad in the intoraat of the Goyermwent under such regula-
tions as tha President may prescribe, Office of Hanagerment and Nudpet
Circular No, A-56 was promulgated to implement tha above statutes in
anccordance with authority delepated by the President to the Director,
Office of llanagement und Budget, by Executive Order 11230, Juna 28, 1965,
as amended by Exacutive Urdexr 11290, July 21, 1966, Such regulstions ara,
therofore, statutory in nature and may not be waived,

It has been hald that when the txansfar of an employee has been
cancolad, the expenses incurred by him may be allowed to the extent that
they would hava bean allowable had the transfer been conspummated, Since
the house hunting trip hera had been performed prior to tha cancellation
of tho transfer and the move of tha mobile home was made as a result of
My, -Peck's compliance with the proposed transfar, he was entitled to
reivburnsenent under the provisions of Clrcular No. A-56.,

A raview of tha file indicates that Mr, Peck's clain was for con-
sideration undexr the provisions of sectionz 2, 3, and 9 of Circular
No, A-56 and that it was properly paid, In this connection it is to be
noted that expenses of rolocating a wmobile home are limited to the
transportation expenses provided for in section 9 of the Circular and
cartain miscellaneous expensas provided for in saction 3 of the Circular.

Tie disalloved itema (except the mileagy (tem of $16,64) in connec-
tion with the movae of the mobile home represent miscellaneous expenses.
We note that section 3,3b of Circular Mo, A-56 provides that when misg~-
cellancous coxpenses are itemized the allowance therefor £hall not excced
the equivalent of 2 weeks' basic pay ur the maximum rate of GS~13, vhich-
aver is leus, In the instant case Mr, Pock was paid $385, tho maximum
guount allowable. Therefore, even if the pdditionel amounts clciued by
Hr., Paeck could be included in tue miscellaneovs expenses allowanca, his
allowance could not be increansed inasmuch as he has becn paid the maxinum

allowable,
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Ir. view of the

(A3

-

above oﬁr decision is hereby affirmed.

Sincerely‘youra,

Paul G, Dembling

Yor.the Comptroller Genaral
' of the United States
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